SHORT COMMUNICATIONS 


1966] 

Amaranthus polygonoides Linn. var. angusfifolia 

(Hook, f.) N. C. Nair, com. nov. A. polygamus 
var. angustifolia Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 4 •' 7 2 ! > 
1885. 
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NEW RECORDS OF PLANTS FOR INDIA: III 


During the course of our investigation in the 
monocotyledonous flora of Assam and NEFA, the 
following species have turned up as new records 
of plants for India. A detailed description of the 
species together with critical notes to distinguish 
them from their nearest allied species are given 
below. 

Dioscorea pyrifolia Kunth var. ferruginea Pr. et 

Burk. Ann. Roy. Bot. Gard. Calcutta 34: 384-388. 

PI. 137, 1938. 

Tubers not seen. Stem prickly below, smooth 
above, climbing upto 15 m long, twines to the right: 
densely covered with brown stellate hairs (Fig. .1) 
becoming glabrous and grooved. Bulbils absent. 
Leaves'opposite, drying brown, ("Lower surface of 
the leaf bright rust red” Prain & Burk. l.c.) ovate- 
cordate or cordate, 8-10x5-6 cm, acuminate, acu¬ 
men 5-7 mm, long with glands on it; glabrous above, 
rather pubescent near the base below ; prominently 
reticulate beneath, 5-nerved. Petiole 3.5-4 cm, 
densely pubescent, dilated below the lamina. Male 
spikes axillary and on terminal leafless branches, 
4 t 6 at each node, spreading to 3 cm, whole inflores¬ 
cence brown pubescent. Flowers spaced about 3 
mm apart, reddish purple. Sepals dome-shaped 
3x3 mm, dark in the centre (Fig. 2). Petals much 
smaller than sepals, concave. Stamens 6, filaments 
as long as anthers (Fig. 3). Pistillode absent. 
Female flowers and fruits not seen. Flowering 
season—June. 

Scarce. Lakhimpur; Jeypore, Delia 16932. 

This species is closely allied* to Dioscorea oppositi- 
folia Linn., from which it differs as follows: 

Z). oppositifolia D. pyrifolia var. ferruginea 

1. Pubescence long, dull white 1. Pubescence short, dark brown 

2. Leaves thin, green, even 2. Leaves firm, red brown when 

after drying dr/ 

3. Male flowers densely arran- 3. Male flowers rather laxly 

ged on spikes arranged on spikes. 

Distribution : Tenasserim, Singapore, Western 
Malaya, Cambodia to Java. 


I>. cinuingii Pr. et Burk. var. inaequifoiia (Elmer 
ex Pr. et Burk.) Burk, in FI. Males. Ser. I, 4: 317, 
1952. D. inaequefolia Elmer ex Pr. et Burk, in 
Elmer’s Leaflets of Philippine Botany 5 : 1595, 
* 9 * 3 - 

Underground parts unknown. Stem prickly, upto 
6 m long; twining to the left; prickles very small, 
scattered; profusely branched. Leaves digitate, peti¬ 
ole 8-10 cm, sparsely prickly, base broad. Leaflets 
petiolulate, 5 or more; petiolules upto 1 cm ; lamina 
elliptic-lanceolate, acuminate, 10-15 by 2.5-4 cm 
thick sparingly clad on the lower surface with 
white hair. Male inflorescence upto 45 cm bearing 
short spikes at intervals. Each spike small, upto 3 
cm, rachis rusty red pubescent. Bracts two, ovate, 
acute (Fig. 4), the outer one larger, cordate 1.5 mm 
xa mm, with brown spots, glandular-pubescent 
(Fig. 5), the inner one smaller, pubescent. These 
bracts covering the basal half portion of the flower. 



Figs. 1-3 x Dioscorea pyrfolia Kunth, var. ferruginea Pr. et Burk. 
Figs. 4-6 : Dioscorea cumingii Pr. et Burk, var, inaequifoiia (Elmer 
ex Pr. et Burk.) Burk, 
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Flowers with short pedicels which are pubescent 
and upto 0.5 mm, perianth lobe slightly united at 
the base, each upto 1 mm ovate-lanceolate, spathu- 
late; pale yellow in bud. Stamens 3, staminodes 3 
inserted at the base of the perianth lobes, short 
pi'stillode with a long style is often present (Fig. 6). 
Female flowers not seen. Flowering season—May. 

Scarce. North Cachar: in the Foot Hills of 
Mikir Hills near Baguri, Panigrahi 9447. 

It differs from the nearest allied species D . penta- 
phylla in having 5-7 leaflets whereas the latter has 
3-5 leaflets. 

Prain & Burkill (1938 p. 182) considered D. inae - 
quifolia Elmer ex Pr. et Burk, as a distinct species 
but Burkill (1952) reduced the species as a variety 
of D. cumingii Prain & Burk. 

Distribution : Malayasia: throughout the Philli- 
pines. 

Rhaphidopbora korthalsii Schott, in Miq. Ann. 

Mus. Lugd, Bat. i. 129. FBI 6:548. 

A huge climber upto 10 m or more. Leaves pin- 
natifid, upto 80 x 40 cm. Petiole upto 50 cm, stout, 
grooved. Lamina deeply cordate, midrib deeply 
channelled. Segments 4-5 on each side, upto 20 x 
6 cm, lowest segments broadest, sides parallel, base 
not contracted, veins 3-4 with many nerves in 
between. Spathe not known. Spadix upto 16 x 
3.5 cm, peduncle upto 10 cm. Flowers, closely ar¬ 
ranged, green, upto 5 mm broad at the top. 

Scarce. Siang Frontier Division: Takepokong to 
Sirang (2195 m), Roiia. 

Closely allied to R. decursiva Schott, but differs 
in having uncontracted segments of leaf with 3-4 
veins and larger spadix. 

Distribution : Penang, Perak, Java. (FBI 6:548). 

Amomom fulviceps Thw. Enum. PI. Zeyl. 317. 

Rhizomatous herb upto 2 m. Leaves dark green 
above, paler beneath, glabrous, 25-45x5-9 cm, 
shortly petioied. Ligule short, obtuse, upto 7 mm, 
pale red, thin. Spike radical, dense, upto 10x5 
cm. Peduncle 15-20 cm. Outer bracts imbricate, 
Bvate-cordate, 1.5-3 x 1.2-2 cm, dark red, strongly 
nerved, those subtending flowers densely persist¬ 


ently pubescent on the back. Rachis densly pubes¬ 
cent arising from the underground rhizome. 
Flowers pale yellow. Calyx tubular, 3-dentate. 
Corolla tube upto 2 cm, lobes oblong; lip broad, 
3-lobed, middle lobe largest, pale yellow, orbicular. 
Filaments short, anther hairy, anther crest semi¬ 
circular. Ovary obovoid or elliptic, upto 7x5 mm, 
stigma capitate, ciliate. Capsule trigonous, upto 2 
x 1.3 cm, pale brown or whitish. Seeds many, dark 
red, covered with white membranous aril, upto 4 
mm. Flowers and fruiting season—April. 

Scarce. Khasi and Jaintia Hills: Dawki forest, 
De 20322. 

Distribution: Ceylon (cf. Hook. f. FBI 6:237). 

Arisaema amurense Maxim. Prim. FI. Amer. 264. 

There is one specimen in the Regional Her¬ 
barium, Shillong, identified to Arisaema amurense 
Maxim. This was collected by Shri G. K. Deka, 
without any no from Dumpep forest in the Khasi 
and jaintia Hills of Assam. Its descriptions are as 
follows: 

Root stock unknown. Leaves 2, palmate-com¬ 
pound. Petioles 50-60 cm, dotted with red brown 
spots. Leaflets 4, sessile; lateral ones slightly ob¬ 
lique; 12-20x6-12 cm, broad elliptic, acuminate, 
base acute or broadly cuneate, dark green above, 
slightly purple beneath. Peduncle shorter than 
the petiole. Spathe 6 cm or more long. Tube upto 
5x1.5 cm, purple with white lens on it. Spadix 
slightly exerted. 

It seems closer to A.waitii Hook. f. from which 
it differs in having more than 3 leaflets. 

Since its earlier known distribution is from 
"Region Amur” 4 , it is tentatively being reported 
here as a new record for India. 
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